
Presidents Report: 

Its been quite a year for the institute.  Political issues, ongoing public representation, workshops, and 
events have kept us busier than ever.  I can’t believe this is already my fourth report to our members as 
president. 

The first significant event of last year was the province’s introduction of Bills C15 and C52 regarding the 
government’s intentions to overhaul the Agricultural Land Commission and the Agricultural Land Re-
serve regulations.  Our members, along with a large number of BC’s farmers and affected landowners 
throughout the province, took issue with a number of the proposed changes and pushed back on the 
proposals, with varied amounts of success.  Locally, we owe a public thank you to Meghan McPherson, 
one of our members, who stepped up and lead the opposition to some of the proposals, especially 
around secondary housing, and effectively led provincial efforts to have the government reconsider 
some matters.  While this isn’t over, it shows that diligence and organized input into the direction of 
government is more important than ever.  Thank you for all your efforts, Meghan! 

Our institute was, as usual, active on a number of committees that affect agriculture in the valley.  At 
the risk of missing someone, I will instead thank everyone who stepped up to represent us publicly and 
took the time to attend the various meetings and events at which we need representation.  It seems 
there is always another request for our involvement in a community or agricultural matter just around 
the corner.  It remains important for us to make sure that the community is aware of a balanced and 
thoughtful view of agriculture, which we see as our responsibility to deliver.  The risk of a serious dis-
connect between farming and the local community is always present, and we need to find ways to keep 
the positive communication going.  We have the opportunity to present our farms and products to 
schools through tours and classroom presentations, at the request of the school district.  I hope you will 
consider taking part in some way. 
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In 2019, we were approached by CVEX and asked to become more involved with the fall fair.  What 
we decided on was to host a dinner on the Thursday night before the fair, on the grounds, which we 
called the ‘Taste of the Valley’. Tria Catering and Relay Rentals were contracted for the event, and all 
food and beverages were sourced through member farms and community producers.  For our inau-
gural event, we drew just under 150 people to the dinner, a good start, and our guests raved about 
the atmosphere and great food, expertly prepared by Kathy Jerritt.  A lot of effort on the part of di-
rectors turned into a great event on which we can build an even better event this year.  Our goals for 
this event are to raise the profile of locally produced foods and farms in the community, support the 
fair, and give back to the community through donating proceeds from the event to a local charity.  
We believe our first attempt was successful, and this year we expect to do even better while doubling 
the number of guests at the dinner.  Special thanks to Casanaves and Huxhams for the ‘stage props’ 
of farm equipment they graciously provided for the night.  Also to the many members who helped 
with setup, take down, producing the food, and the myriad of things required to do this event.  Mark 
the 27th of August on your calendars for this year’s Taste of the Valley!  More info to come over the 
next few months. 

In November we held our annual Harvest Dinner at Grantham hall with a full house of around 100 
attendees.  As usual the potluck dinner was delicious and the company was great.  Many thanks to 
Larry Petkus who took on the organizational challenge this year and exceeded all expectations.  We 
took the opportunity to thank Claude and Dora Pelletier for their years of service to the institute in 
administering the bursary program for us since we can’t remember when, and awarded them with a 
lifetime honorary membership for their service. 

I would like to thank our directors for their unselfish gift of their time and talents to make the insti-
tute run successfully for another year.  Sarah Kehler, Mike Huxham, Brian Geiger, John Burch, Trevor 
Stevenson and Dennis Gunter all went above and beyond to make this another good year for us.  
Terri Huxham, as usual, provided great support in administration of the institute and ensuring the 
president didn’t forget about important matters. 

This year, the members agreed that it is time for us to hire someone to provide the administrative 
and organizational support that is needed to carry out our activities throughout the year.  We are 
pleased to welcome Niki Whittaker to the position of administrative assistant, a job she is thoroughly 
over qualified for, and we are fortunate to have her on the team.  We already are seeing the benefits 
of having her on board with our programs as she immediately improved the communication flow 
through our facebook page and is getting familiar with what we do.  Look for a brief bio from Niki 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 

In closing, I would like to encourage everyone, especially our younger members, to consider becom-
ing active on the board or some of the committees on which we serve.  The health of the institute 
depends on the ideas and efforts put forth by our members, and there are always things we can do 
for Comox Valley agriculture. 





CVFI New Administrative Assistant - Welcome Niki Whittaker! 

 

My name is Niki Whittaker and I am your 
new Comox Valley Farmers Institute ad-
ministrative assistant! I began this posi-
tion in January 2020. 

Born and raised in B.C., both my spouse 
Patrick and I were thrilled to have the op-
portunity to move our family “home” in 
2016 after twelve years in Edmonton,    
Alberta. We have two children – a son 
aged 5 and a daughter aged 7. We are 
excited to begin building our forever 
house this spring on land adjacent to where Patrick grew up on his family’s farm in Dove Creek and to 
be putting down roots and hopefully doing a little farming ourselves into the future. 

I was attracted to this position on several fronts: initially, because the hours and timing are conducive to 
our current family schedule, but also because I endeavor in the long term to be more involved with agri-
culture in the Valley and on the island. I figured this position would be a great way to meet people, 
make some contacts and become more involved. I hope too that my qualifications and background can 
help out the CVFI as well. 

If there was a downfall, our move from Alberta came at the cost of resigning from my 12-year career 
with the Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry where I worked as a Senior Policy Analyst/Advisor. Prior to 
that, I was with Statistics Canada in the Agriculture Division in Ottawa. I hold a Bachelor of Science in 
Agriculture degree from UBC and attended the University of Guelph - Faculty of Agriculture for my last 
year of university. I am a current professional agrologist with the BC Institute of Agrologists.  

Over the years, I have held numerous agricultural positions both within and out of government. Patrick 
and I in fact met, over milking 400 cows on the old UBC Research Farm in Oyster River! I have touched 
upon a wide variety of files and topics within agriculture and I like to think that I have a pretty good 
breadth of knowledge, experience and understanding around both farming and agriculture in general.  

I look forward to meeting and working with you, living amongst many of you and learning more about 
all the activities that the Farmers Institute is involved in. Thanks for bringing me on board! 

 

I can be reached at cvfinstitute@gmail.com. 

- Niki 



‘Taste of the Valley’ Farm to Fork Fundraiser Dinner 2019 

August 22, 2019, saw the Comox Valley Farmers Institute in collabora-
tion with the Comox Valley Exhibition kick off the fall fair with our inau-
gural and very successful Taste of the Valley Farm to Fork Fundraiser 
Dinner. 

The goal of the event was to showcase the amazing agricultural prod-
ucts that Comox Valley Farmers have to offer while providing a great 
evening of food and entertainment. 

One hundred and fifty people, many wearing western attire, bought 
tickets and came out for a buffet-style dinner catered by Tria Fine Cater-
ing & Gourmet Eats, bar featuring local wines, beer, liquor and cocktails 
and live music and entertainment by Kenny Shaw. Local farmers and 
their products were featured with as many dinner ingredients as possi-
ble being locally sourced.  

Thanks to many local sponsors combined with ticket sales, we were able 
to raise $2500 over and above costs which was donated to the Comox 
Valley Cups for Cancer.  

Without the valuable time of many volunteers doing anything and eve-
rything that was needed, this event could not have taken place! Thank-
you! 

Building on last year’s success, we are endeavoring to roughly double in 
size with the 2nd Annual Taste of the Valley Farm to Fork Fundraiser 
Dinner taking place on August 27, 2020. All proceeds from this year’s 
event will go to the Gary Rolston Memorial Agriculture Fund, with the 
purpose of supporting Comox Valley agriculture.  

Tickets are now on sale through Eventbrite: www.eventbrite.com/e/2nd-
annual-taste-of-the-valley-farm-to-table-fundraiser-dinner-tickets-
97800312367 or in paper copy through CVFI Directors. All tickets cost 
$84.00 (80$ + 4$ GST). Please consider supporting this great cause and 
getting the word out there! 

Through this event, we aim to highlight and celebrate our rich agricul-
tural past, our thriving agricultural present and the robust and prosper-
ous agricultural future of the Comox Valley! 

 



4h Club - Affecting Small Positive Changes in our Community 
 
Our local 4H club pledges to support our club, our community, our country and the world. This allows 
us to make small positive changes within our own club family throughout the year as well as acts of 
kindness that affect our community on a whole. By volunteering within our town we are able to make a 
difference to show we care as well as share who we are with our community. This teaches us to lead, to 
be helpful, to be kind and teaches us the value of connecting community members.  

 
Within our club, throughout the 4H year, we offer help to our fellow members by assisting each other 
with our animal projects. This can be calf training, stall cleaning, clipping, washing, show set up and 
take down and we also offer moral support to each other during public speaking presentations and 
during our bi-monthly meetings. We even bring goodies to share with each other in the barn to make 
our tummies happy!  
 
Our 4H club loves to share our animals with our community. We all raise and train beef and dairy calves 
and we bring them to our local Fall Fair. This gives us an opportunity to share our projects and our love 
of farming with the public. We can answer their questions, teach them about our animals and the best 
part is to see the enthusiasm of people who don't have the opportunity to experience farming and get 
up close and personal with the animals. Every year we become horticulturalists when we volunteer for 
the Mile of Flowers Plant-In which enhances our lovely little city with flowers of every colour for all to 
enjoy. In Fall, our club joins with the Comox Valley Farmers' Institute to serve, organize and tidy at their 
Harvest Banquet.  
 
In order to offer support and love for our country we recently made a decision to donate to Funnies for 
Families, a non-profit organization based out of Toronto that brings comedy, entertainment and laugh-
ter to families dealing with difficulties in hospitals, care centres and shelters. We felt it was a way to 
share love with people across our country who we've never met; we want them to know we care.  
Our club pledge to support our world was added in 2019. We are currently working on how best to sat-
isfy this addition. We like to think that our small choices day to day can grow and spread to affect those 
around us...and eventually our world.  
 
-Charlie and Ginger Stevenson 





Comox Valley Exhibition August 28-30 2020 
 
Comox Valley Exhibition celebrates the rural culture – past 
and present – of the Comox Valley and surrounding areas. 
This fun-filled weekend marks the end of August and is a true 
country fair.  

 

Comox Valley farmlands are fertile and abundant. Home to a 
vibrant and growing farm community, the Comox Valley Exhi-
bition promotes the rich diversity of the area by offering three 
days of exciting events for all family members. Young and old 
alike will enjoy the variety of interactive exhibits, engaging ed-
ucational opportunities, and fabulous entertainment.  

 

For the adventurous there’s that chance to get up close and personal with some livestock. If you’re a lit-
tle more laid back, you might enjoy a hayride or perusing the Home and Garden exhibits. The popular 
barrel racing and cattle sorting will have you on your feet, cheering for more, as will the feats of skill and 
strength exhibited in the lumberjack show. Many additional special events and performances are sched-
uled for this lively weekend so be sure to check 
the program and mark your favorites! 

 

Kids will love the Bounce-A-Rama and the 
trout pond as well as the numerous other sur-
prizes they will find waiting for them in the Ki-
dZone. Check out the musical guests perform-
ing through out the weekend, they will be sure 
to get your feet tapping and put a smile on 
your face. A visit to the Midway will thrill the 
whole family with games and rides for all ages. 
So, grab a cotton candy and hop on the Ferris 
Wheel for the ultimate carnival midway experi-
ence.  

 

The Comox Valley Exhibition invites everyone 
to come enjoy community spirit, health country 
living and jam-packed family fun. August 28 to 
30, 2020 at the Exhibition Grounds on Head-
quarters Road.  



Comox Valley Farmers Market 
 

The Comox Valley Farmers' Market invites you to join us this year. Applications for the 2020 Member-
ship Yar are now open. Find them online at cvfm.ca (https://cvfm.ca/farmers-registration-form/) If 
you're a local farmer - we want you! We host one year-round market on Saturdays and two seasonal 
summer markets, one on Wednesday and the other on Sunday. With a strong local fresh food and farm 
to table movement in the Comox Valley and surrounding area, there has been no better time to be 
making, baking, growing, raising or wild harvesting product.  

 

Our Wednesday and Sunday Markets are a great incu-
bator for new farms, where a new farmer or processor 
can get more attention and stand out in the crowd, 
building their business for the future. This is a fabulous 
way to test new product, connect with local purchasers 
and build your network while selling your quality local 
food product to our committed customers. If you have 
a product to share please consider joining the fun 
community environment of the Comox Valley Farmers’ 
Market. See you at the market!  

 

FMI contact Twila Skinner, General Manager in-
fo@cvfm.ca / www.cvfm.ca / Phone: 250.650.8544 



Ministry of Agriculture Update 2020 

The Province is proposing more residential flexibility for people living in the Agricultural Land Reserve 
(ALR) as outlined in a new policy intentions paper released Jan. 27, 2020, by the Ministry of Agriculture. 
The policy intentions paper resulted from collaborative work with the Union of B.C. Municipalities, the 
ALC and the BC Agriculture Council, and responds to feedback the ministry heard during recent public 
consultations. The policy direction is also guided by the results of the Minister of Agriculture’s Advisory 
Committee on ALR Revitalization. The Agricultural Land Commission and Ministry of Agriculture is re-
questing your feedback by April 17, 2020, on the residential options, Links to the report and the feed-
back options are provided in the following link. https://news.gov.bc.ca/releases/2020AGRI0003-000139  

On February 28, 2019, the Code of Practice for Agricultural Environmental Management replaced the 
Agricultural Waste Control Regulation (AWCR).  Industry Associations and the Ministry of Agriculture 
have drafted additional information to support farmers understanding of the new requirements.  Links 
below. 

https://bcac.ca/aemcop/  

https://www.cattlemen.bc.ca/docs/q_a_on_aemcop_final.pdf   

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-seafood/agricultural-land-and-environment/
soil-nutrients/nutrient-management  

True Armyworm monitoring in 2019 provided more information on this pest of forage and corn crops: 

No suspect caterpillars seen in fields in spring 2018 or 2019 indicates True Armyworm does not overwin-
ter in the region; 

Isotope wing analysis indicates BC ‘s True Armyworm originate from California; 

A total of 293 moths were captured on the Island in 2019, the majority from the Comox Valley and Port 
Alberni.  All were caught in pheromone traps in late summer to early fall; 

A research priority is to look at BC weather patterns to see if damaging migrations of True Armyworm 
can forecasted. 

2020 is the final year of funding for the monitoring program.  Information provided by Tracy 
Hueppelsheuser, Provincial Entomologist. 

Ministry of Agriculture Funding programs that are currently taking applications can be found at the fol-
lowing site.  As the new allocation of funding will be available after April 1, 2020, I encourage you to 
checkback to see what programs might be accepting applications. https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/
industry/agriculture-seafood/programs  

Thank you 

 Jill Hatfield P.Ag. Regional Agrologist –Vancouver Island North Jill.Hatfield@gov.bc.ca 

BC Ministry of Agriculture 
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President Ben Vanderhorst 

Vice President Trevor Stevenson 

Treasurer John Burch 

Secretary Brian Geiger 

Director  Dennis Gunter 

Director Sarah Kehler 

Director Mike Huxham 

 

 

Comox Valley Farmers’  

Institute  

Equipment Co-op 

No-Till Drill $15/ac 

Lime Spreader $5 tonne of lime/
chicken manure 

AerWay Harrow $100/day 

Laser Level $40/day 

Measuring Wheel n/c 

Soil Probe n/c 

To reserve please contact  

Brian Geiger 

(250)897-8280 



 

 

 

 

 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

January 2020-December 2020 

Dues: $50 Annually before AGM 

Please mail your membership application to: 

Comox Valley Farmers’ Institute 

PO Box 3493 

Courtenay BC V9N 6Z8 

Farm Name:____________________________________ 

Member Family Name:__________________________ 

Mailing Address:________________________________ 

Town/City:______________________________________ 

Postal Code:____________________________________ 

Phone:_________________________________________ 

Email:__________________________________________ 

Type of Farm:___________________________________ 

Do you have farm status? Y____ N____ 

All correspondence will be by email only unless 
noted below 

___Yes I would like to receive emails 

___No I would not like to receive emails 

___Other________________________________________ 

Signature:_______________________________________ 

Date:___________________________________________ 

Please submit all changes to contact information 
during the year.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 LIFETIME MEMBERSHIP NOMINATION 

 

Please mail your nomination to: 

Comox Valley Farmers’ Institute 

PO Box 3493 

Courtenay BC V9N 6Z8 

 

 

Farm Name:____________________________________ 

Nominee Name:________________________________ 

Mailing Address:________________________________ 

Town/City:______________________________________ 

Postal Code:____________________________________ 

Phone:_________________________________________ 

Email:__________________________________________ 

 

Please provide a brief listing of the nominees ac-
complishments  - use additional sheet if necessary 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________ 


